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SEED Campaign Q&A 
 

 

What is SEED? 

SEED is an acronym that stands for the annual Student Education Enhancement Drive at the Santa Rosa Charter 

School for the Arts (SRCSA).   

 

Who organizes the SEED Campaign? 

Parent volunteers from the School for the Arts Community Organization (SACO) coordinate the fundraising efforts. 

 

Who gets the SEED money? 

SEED money – 100% of it – goes directly to SRCSA teachers.  All 17 classroom teachers, plus the reading specialist, 

and arts specialties (music, dance, drama, digital & visual arts) receive proceeds from the SEED campaign.  

Donations go directly into the classrooms in August to allow teachers to plan ahead and purchase quality art supplies 

and materials for this year’s students.  

 

Why is SEED money necessary? 

California ranks 46
th
 out of the 50 states in per-pupil spending, according to a study published in Education Week in 

January 2017.(*1)  The budget crisis that has plagued California for a decade, and a school funding tax base 

constricted by Prop. 13 means California schools go without some of the basics that public schools in other states 

couldn’t imagine doing without.  Parent contributions to the SEED campaign help bridge the gap to afford things for 

SRCSA classrooms that are not financed by the school district budget. 

 

What is SEED money used for? 

Teachers use SEED money to fund art supplies and classroom materials so that SRCSA can provide a high quality 

arts integrated education using appropriate materials.  A 2016 survey of over 1,000 teachers nationwide found 99% of 

them are spending their own money out-of-pocket to purchase things for their classrooms. (*2)  Every dollar you 

donate to SEED is a dollar that a teacher doesn’t have to spend of their own money.  Some examples include:  funding 

for Field Trips, art supplies, printer ink, classroom library books, supplemental instructional curriculum, technology, 

cleaning supplies, poster boards, and more. 
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How much does each teacher receive? 

Each teacher receives a base amount of SEED money in August to get the year started.  Then, after they have 

submitted receipts for expenses up to or exceeding that amount, they receive a second disbursement.  The amount 

available for the second payment depends on the success of each year’s SEED campaign, as the allocation is based on 

the actual SEED donations received. 

 

What is the fundraising goal? 

This year’s goal is $22,000.  We also have a Master Gardener Stretch Goal of raising $25,000 by September 15. 

 

When is the SEED campaign deadline? 

All donations received from now through Friday, September 15, count toward participation incentive awards for the 

classrooms. 

 

What are the participation awards? 

 First classroom to reach 100% participation wins a class party.  

All classrooms that reach 100% participation by September 1. 

 Stretch Goal Bonus:  If the entire school raises $25,000 by September 15, then the classroom with the 

greatest donation dollars per student will receive a $250 bonus. 

The Middle School classes are grouped together to encourage everyone to think in terms of supporting all of 

the Middle School core academic teachers (English, History, Math and Science) with their SEED donations. 

 

How is SEED money collected? 

Payment is accepted in the form of check, cash, or credit card.  Please make checks payable to SACO and note the 

name of the student(s) on the check. Donations are also accepted on-line using PayPal, and installment payments are 

available through PayPal to make it easier for all families to participate. Go to www.srsaco.org and click on “Donate” 

to make your contribution on-line. For check or cash, please provide the donation form and payment to the office. 

 

How much should I donate? 

The SEED campaign logo is the Sunflower because the suggested donation is $100 per student.  However, we 

believe it is even more meaningful to sow the garden that represents our school community if we have a greater 

percentage of participation.  Therefore, we have created different levels of donations to encourage all families to 

participate at whatever level they can.  SACO is a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation and donations are tax deductible.  

The bigger your donation, the bigger seed it represents. 

Poppy Seed  $25   Apple Seed  $50 

Sunflower Seed $100   Pumpkin Seed  $200 

Master Gardener $250 or higher 

 

Have more questions about SEED, or want to help?  

Contact the 2017-18 SEED Coordinators 

 Pam Roth  call/text:  707-481-8325  email:  Pam1564@comcast.net 

 Kristin Hendricks call/text:  707-228-9669  email:  KLHendricks517@gmail.com 

 

 


