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9.7.15 Monday
SCHOOL CLOSED
Labor Day Holiday

9.14.15 Monday
SEED CAMPAIGN BEGINS

9.16.15 Wednesday  
BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 6pm
Minimum Day!

9.25.15 Friday
SEED CAMPAIGN ENDS

10.9.15 Friday
ARTWALK!!
Schoolwide Fundraiser

important dates
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ARTSMART

our new adventure at lewis school!
Interview with 
Principal 
Paul Gaudreau
Please share your first impressions of 
the first few days of school.

PG: I am overjoyed with the way the 
first couple of days went. You know 
you can plan and plan and you often 
worry about so many details and then 
you just don’t know until it happens. 
The first couple days the parents got 
together, the students were so excited, 
traffic was an issue on Lewis, but our 
classrooms are fantastic, our buildings 
are fantastic, the parent meeting area 
is fantastic. It’s been way beyond my 
expectations. It’s been good.

What’s our next challenge? 

PG: Next challenge here is going to be 
figuring out whole school gatherings. 
I really want our community to come 
together and right now we have 
dramatically changed our schedule 
for safety reasons because the MPR 
is too small to have the entire school. 
So we can have 1/3 of the school, but 
what do we do when we want to have 
whole group meetings? Logistically 
that means having it outside 
potentially, which is why we spent 
a lot of resources getting umbrellas 
and moving the tables from the other 
site. That’s going to be a challenge to 
figure out because we can’t NOT have 

that. We have to have whole group 
gatherings.

There’s a videographer team filming 
a documentary about our school’s 
temporary adventure and ultimate 
transformation. Can you tell us more? 

PG: Our school district is forward 
thinking and with many new people 
in place and the power of video and 
the internet...this is a project unlike 
any we’ve ever done before and Diann 
Kitamura, Assistant Superintendent of 
Curriculum and Instruction 7-12, really 
wanted to have this documented 
so they hired a video crew, who has 
worked with the school district before 
in many ways shapes and forms, to 
produce a video not just for our school 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Seed 
Campaignbut for all the other projects that are 

going on. So they [crew] went to the 
Humboldt campus and took footage 
and video of the dismantling of the 
school and they’ve actually been here 
before, throughout the summer when 
we were working on getting things 
going and then they came today to 
for the first time when we’re up and 
running as a vibrant community just to 
take pictures of the transformation.

It feels like there’s a sense of 
possibility and camaraderie amongst 
our school community.

PG: That’s what we were hoping 
for. We know our families and 
communities.  We were hoping that 
is what would happen and it did. 
You know there are so many little 
things that come up, for instance 
we have some water dripping down 
a downspout in an area that isn’t a 
big deal if it was on the grass, but 
it happens to be in area where kids 
play, so a parent came this morning 
with two big rain barrels. So that’s a 
great idea; let’s collect that water. It 
solved it. It fixes the problem and now 
we have a water collection in a place 
where we can actually put plants. 

There are no plants in that area, so just 
this afternoon a parent from a winery 
thinks they can get wine barrels, 
another person from a nursery thinks 
they can bring trees, and now we 
have water. So all these things come 

together and that’s what’s nice about 
being in a smaller community. We can 
be creative. 

There’s a rumor that you didn’t have a 
summer vacation. Is that true?

PG: Oh that’s not completely true. I 
cannot confirm or deny that. You know 
what; I love what I do and I don’t live 
far away—just a mile and half—so 
I came here all summer. I do have a 
contracting background, so things 
needed to get done and it was a labor 
of love. I did get time away with my 
family. I spent a week in Oregon, and 
I’d never been there before. I got to 
see lava fields and lava tubes and 
some family came out and we all met 
there.        Transcribed by aMY SCHAUS                                
   

The annual Student Enhancement 
Education Donation (SEED) campaign 
is underway! For families who are 
new to the school, it is important to 
know that the SEED contribution in 
August/ September, and participation 
in the October Art Walk, are the 
staples of SRCSA school  fundraising. 

The purpose of SEED is to raise money 
for art supplies and equipment for 
in-class arts instruction plus special 
arts-related equipment that benefit 
all students. 

All SRCSA families are asked to 
participate in SEED so that the school 
can afford to provide its students 
with an innovative, engaging, and 
comprehensive arts education. The 
suggested donation amount per 
student is $100. This voluntary 
donation can be spread out in 
quarterly payments using PayPal. 
Donation forms were handed out at 
the Welcome Back Ice Cream Social, 
and more will be sent home with 
your student. Forms and the SEED 
donation box are in the school office. 
Please consider contributing to SEED 
this year! If you have any questions, 
please contact SEED Coordinator, 
Stephanie Brown at bstnbrown@att.
net.

The Fall Box Tops for Education 
challenge began August 31st and 
will go until October 23rd. Each Box 
Top brings in 10 cents for your child's 
classroom. Students can turn all box 
tops in to their teachers. The K-3 and 
4-8 class that brings in the most box 
tops during the challenge will get a 
class party hosted by SACO.

box tops
contest!

 construction update
The existing administration/Art 
Classrooms as well as the six brown 
classrooms have been demolished 
and removed. Additional demolition 
continues in order to locate the 
new two-story building on the 
site. Over the next few weeks the 
building pad for the two-story 
classroom will be complete and 
installation of underground utilities 
will begin. Currently the project is 
slightly ahead of schedule. Midstate 
Construction is the Contractor.    Qka

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS



artsmart • Srsaco.org

campus care
our “home away 
from home”
 A.E. (Lissa) Provost is Co-Vice 

President of the Santa Rosa Arts 
Community Organization (SACO). Lissa 
is a parent of four children and currently 
has two students at SRSCA.  When she 
isn’t volunteering, she writes a blog.

I was on the campus before school 
started, and there’s a temptation 
among some of our people to think, 
“we just have to make it through one 
year here so let’s not invest too much 
in making it feel like home.” While 
that’s technically true, the investment 
the city and school district has made in 
preparing this campus to be occupied by 
a whole school again is not the kind of 
investment you make for one year. While 
the space is not as great as the one we’re 
looking forward to moving back into 
next fall, it is now in as good of shape 
as some of the buildings we just moved 
out of, if not better. It’s been a long time 
since the Humboldt Street campus saw 
new carpet, paint, walls, siding, etc., as 
this campus just has. 

When we leave, it’s entirely possible 
another charter school will move in. 
Right now there are two charter schools 
crowded onto the Comstock campus 
with neither able to grow to its full 
potential due to space issues. Either one 
of them, or another school altogether, 
could be moving in here when we leave. 
While it’s not the mission of SACO to 
help other schools, I believe it is our 
responsibility as citizens of this city to 
take care of this campus for those who 
will come after us. If there’s something 
we can do to make this campus work 
better, we should do it. If there’s damage 
done, we should fix it. We should 
certainly NOT think of it as disposable. 

By using this campus to its fullest as 
a school for the first time in many years, 
we are in a position to discover all of 
its inadequacies and, when possible, fix 
them. We should nurse its garden back 

to health because someone many years 
ago went to a lot of trouble to create 
it. We should fill its playground with 
colorful and fun equipment because 
the buildings still look a little sad, like 
grandparents who have missed the 
presence of children. 

Most importantly, we should not 
express to our kids that we are “making 
do” or that we expect less of them or the 
educational experiences they will have 
this year. The amount of energy that 
has gone into renewing and restoring 
this campus for us is amazing. We are 
benefitting from the rich history of 
our school district that there is such 
an interesting space where our whole 
school can stay together. The energy all 
of our teachers have put into organizing 
and decorating their classrooms is 
exponentially more than what is usually 
required of them. I feel like it’s zinging 
around tangibly in the air still. 

Our “new” Principal should not be 
called “new” anymore. This process has 
broken him in! I don’t think he took any 
time off this summer, and he put in long 

days making sure everything was 
done so our kids could start school 
in a finished space. He has already 
demonstrated that he is fully invested 
in the success of our school and as 
a parent I am greatly encouraged by 
that. 

I hope we can all catch some of 
the energy zipping around and begin 
this school year with gratitude for 
what’s been done, and enthusiasm 
to come, alongside our teachers 
and staff and make this year about 
really building our community and 
continuing to build our arts programs 
in preparation for, and parallel to, the 
physical building happening on our 
home campus.    A.E. PROVOST

srcsa provides
innovative, high quality 
education that focuses 
on the arts through a 

challenging, integrated, 
standards-based 

academic program.
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“The great thing about acting is 
you get to portray other 

people in stories much 
different than your own.” 

-Ari, 8th grade

Promote your local business or service while helping offset the 
school newsletter printing costs. Sponsoring the newsletter is just 
$20 for a business card sized ad. The newsletter is sent home to all 
SRCSA families and is posted online as well. Sponsorship forms can 
be picked up in the school office. Contact Amy (aschaus@gmail.com)
for more information or to sponsor the next issue.

Your Ad Here!

This past summer SRCSA 8th grade 
student, Ari Vozaitis, was cast as “Pyro 
Kid” in director, Ian Olds’, movie “The 
Fixer.”  The movie was filmed in West 
Sonoma County with leading actors 
James Franco, Melissa Leo and Dominic 
Rains.

Ari worked closely with Ian Olds and 
Dominic Rains. In the movie Ari portrays 
a troubled teenager who rides his bike 
around Sonoma County causing trouble 
and lighting mailboxes on fire.“The 
great thing about acting is that you get 
to portray other people in stories much 
different then your own,” Ari said.

Getting a mailbox to light on fire is 
harder than it sounds. Ari required a 
pyrotechnic expert, the director, 1st 
assistant director, 2nd assistant director, 
a three person camera crew, sound 
person, the sound person’s assistant, fire 
truck, nurse, teacher, paramedic, CHP 
officer, four different types of matches, 
and fifteen takes to get it right!  Ari said 
he does NOT suggest trying this at home.

Ari has been acting on stage with local 
theater companies for several years. 
This was his first time working on a 
movie. Ari said that being in a film is 
similar to theater. When you are working 
with a cast and crew everyone has to 
pull together to make the production 
work. Film is different than theater as 
it is not live. In Theater you only have 

one chance to get the scene right in 
front of a live audience. With film you 
perform the same scene over and over 
(sometimes in different ways) until the 
director is happy with the takes.

Ari said the most interesting thing was 
how many different types of jobs there 
were to film the movie. Lighting, sound, 
camera, teacher/child welfare, nurse, 
stunt coordinator, stunt doubles, drivers, 
grips, editing, casting agents, costume, 
hair, makeup, props, food service, 
accounting, producers, the director, the 
1st assistant director, the 2nd assistant 
director, actors and extras. The Fixer is 
considered a “small” budget film with a 
cast and crew of close to 100 people!

Unfortunately Ari did not get to meet 
James Franco in person, and the scene 
he was scheduled to be in with him 
was cut. The closest Ari got to meeting 
Franco was Ari’s dressing room door. 
James Franco was rehearsing in the 
dressing room next to his.

 Ari said the thing that he liked most 
about his experience was learning that 
there were many ways to be involved 
in the movie industry, though being in 
front of the camera was his favorite.
kim norts & Ari vozaitis

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
 8th grader ari vozaitis in movie


