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let’s appreciate our teachers

Every May, the School for the Arts Community Organization facilitates Teacher Appreciation Week at SRCSA 
in recognition of the talented and dedicated people who educate our children on a daily basis. When SACO 

asked parents to share comments about SRCSA teachers, we were not surprised to receive an enthusiastic 
response! There is a lot of love and respect for our teachers. 
This year’s theme at SRCSA has been about building community! In honor of teacher appreciation week, we 
thought it would be fun to highlight our teachers, their experience and commitment to their profession, as well 
as some of their admirable and unique qualities. So we asked teachers, and parents, to provide information and 
stories, and the following profiles are provided for your reading enjoyment. 
Please take the opportunity to thank SRCSA teachers during this year’s Teacher Appreciation Week, or any day. 
The Arts Charter would not be the same school without each and every one of them!

Teacher Profiles

Ms. Bradley has been teaching 
a total of nine years, eight of 

which have been at SRCSA. With a 
background in musical theater, Ms. 
Bradley enjoys 
dance, music 
and theater 
the most. 
She LOVED 
school as a 
child, espe-
cially reading, 
spelling and 
history. What she loves most about 
teaching is getting to know the stu-
dents and watching them grow. Ms. 
Bradley said, “In fourth grade there is 
so much growth from September to 
June. Their sense of humor develops, 
they learn to love reading, and their 
individuality starts to show. It’s such 
a cool age.” When Ms. Bradley is not 
teaching she 
enjoys spending time with her dogs 
hiking, watching sports, reading, play-
ing trivia and trying different foods. 

What Parents Say:

“Ms. Bradley is an amazing teacher! 
She has the ability to see a child 
where they are at and encourage 
and support them to grow. My daugh-
ter did not have a lot of academic 
confidence, but worked really hard 
and Ms. Bradley saw that in her and 
celebrated that! We thank her for the 
experience of getting to work with the 
San Francisco Opera and for taking 
the kids to Coloma. We are so lucky 
to have a teacher that goes above 
and beyond to give the kids and their 
families a well-rounded learning expe-
rience! Plus she wears great shoes!”

“I just love Ms. Bradley’s blog, and 
will confess that I read it regularly 
even though my daughter is no lon-
ger in her class. Her writing conveys 
her unique voice and underscores 
her organization and love for teach-
ing! She is very supportive of SACO, 
and encourages her families to par-
ticipate in school activities in a posi-
tive, productive, and humorous way. I 
hope my daughters grow up to be like 
Ms. Bradley!”

Ms. Bradley
4th Grade 

“Ms. Bradley has taught three of my 
daughters and has been able to meet 
each of their unique and challenging 
educational needs. She treats each 
student with a level of dignity and 
respect that gives them the confi-
dence to meet her high expecta-
tions for classroom behavior. She 
differentiates their instruction to take 
each child to the next level again and 
again. She doesn’t shy away from 
difficult or ambitious teaching projects 
and field trips, so her students get to 
have some amazing experiences. I 
feel very blessed to have had each of 
my children in her class.” 

“My child had Ms. Bradley for two years.  
He struggled with focus and following 
directions in class, but she was always 
willing to work with us to come up with 
different ideas and plans to help him 
succeed.  She would meet with us before 
and after school and included him in the 
process. I believe this helped set him up 
for success in the years after he was in 
her class. He has been super successful 
in focus and following directions since!”

“Ms. Etienne and Ms. Bradley spent a 
grueling night with the 4/5 classes reen-
acting the experience of sailing crews in 
1906.” 
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Mrs. Burghardt is 
the only teacher 
currently teaching 
at SRCSA that was 
part of the original 
petition that led 
to the creation of 
our school. Most 
people just know her as “Ms. Bee,” 
the caring educator who brought 
Odyssey of the Mind to SRCSA and 
who receives daily visits from former 
students for hugs and candy. Mrs. 
Burghardt has been a teacher for 
the last 30 years, the last six here at 
SRCSA. She really enjoys the visual 
arts, especially collages; she has 
kept a collage journal for the past 20 
years. When she was in elementary 
school, she enjoyed learning about 
music and art and playing sports. 
Mrs. Burghardt enjoys the flexibility 
to be creative on a daily basis—this 
is her favorite part of being a teacher. 

Mrs. Burghardt
2nd Grade 

What Parents Say:

“Ms. Bee introduced our family to Odys-
sey of the Mind, which has provided 
much enrichment (academic, social, 
and creative) for both of our daughters. 
She is an amazing teacher and person 
and her classroom is cozy and ener-
getic. When our daughter’s Odyssey 
team won the Regional tournament and 
headed to southern California to partici-
pate in the State tournament, Ms. Bee 
and her husband and their grandchil-
dren were there in Riverside to support 
the team. She is a masterful teacher 
and seems to know how to bring out 
the best in all kinds of students.”

“The Wax Museum and Odyssey of the 
Mind with Ms. Bee made a huge impact 
on my child. The kids learned about 
how to do research and write a report, 

and how to summarize what they 
learned into a short presentation. With 
Odyssey of the Mind, they were given 
so much encouragement to be creative 
and take charge of their own learning. 
It was a great learning experience for 
parents also. We got to see what our 
children could do with ‘no outside as-
sistance.’”

“Ms. Bee is the grandma everyone 
wishes they had, with tea parties and a 
trial for the Big Bad Wolf and so much 
more.”

“We have seen our daughter make 
significant strides in language arts and 
mathematics as Ms. Bee’s student. Our 
2nd grader knows her multiplication 
tables up the 11s thanks to work she’s 
been doing with Ms. Bee, and she is 
proud to demonstrate her newly learned 
division skills.”

“Laurie Burghardt provided an amazing 
second grade experience for our son 
where he discovered that learning could 
also be fun!”

Ms. Bryson’s passion for gardening 
and theater are well 
known. This year, 
she led her class in 
an intensive learning 
project that includes 
constructing the beau-
tiful willow structure 
on the playground 
and development of 
a plan to improve the 
outdoor spaces at the Humboldt cam-
pus. Ms. Bryson has been teaching at 
SRCSA for 6 years, and she worked 
as a drama and art teacher for ten 
years prior to starting at SRCSA. She 
loves theater and performance based 
activities the most, but she also really 
enjoys visual art. When she was a 
child she loved spending time with her 
friends, making art and being out in 
nature. She has very vivid memories 
of art projects she did at school and 
on her own. She also loved science; 

Outside of work, she enjoys going 
to the gym and spending time with 
her grandchildren. This summer Mrs. 
Burghardt will be traveling to Jamaica 
to celebrate her 60th birthday and 
40th wedding anniversary!

in third grade she saw a solar eclipse 
and make a pinhole camera. One of 
the most memorable science activities 
she had was dissecting a cow eye in 
4th grade. Ms. Bryson also loved sing-
ing and dancing as a child. 
Ms. Bryson loves being a teacher and 
can’t say enough about it! “It is chal-
lenging, inspiring and super reward-
ing! I love those moments in class 
when I look around the room and 
my students are totally engaged and 
energized. The best is when a student 
finally understands a concept that was 
challenging for them, when they’ve 
worked really hard on something and 
it finally makes sense, and their face 
just lights up!” Outside of work she 
likes to play with her four year old son, 
who loves to dress up in costumes 
and pretend he is a villain. She also 
loves to run, hike, garden, cook and 
create.

What Parents Say:

“The Kiva project Mrs. Bryson did when 
my son was in her 3rd grade class last 
year was amazing. Kiva encourages 

people and organizations to make small 
loans (as little as $25) to small busi-
nesses in developing countries. The 
students researched the different small 
businesses, the countries they were 
from, raised money to loan, did art work 
and presentations around what they 
were learning.... It was a great example 
of project based learning and service 
learning. The kids were very proud of 
what they were doing.” 

“Ms. Bryson offered the first school 
project (rainforest unit including theater 
performance) that got my eldest daugh-
ter excited about science.”

“The schoolyard design project is re-
ally cool! I am excited to see my child 
involved in project based learning in a 
way that is tangible and relevant to her 
life.”

“Watching Ms. Bryson’s class create 
a design for the Humboldt campus is 
a fantastic example of project based 
learning. This type of project really 
shows kids that learning can be fun 
and make an impact on their day to day 
reality.”

MS. Bryson
3rd Grade 



artsmart• srsaco.org
3

Mr. Cohen facilitates 
the school’s electric 
band, organizes an an-
nual trip to the Ashland 
Shakespeare festival for 
his eighth graders, and 
organizes the annual tal-
ent show. He has been 
a teacher for 12 years 
and has spent the last 
nine years teaching at 
SRCSA. The art forms 
that Mr. Cohen most en-

joys are music and drama. His favorite part about 
teaching is “the challenge of creating a creative, 
fun and meaningful learning environment for my 
students. When the effort pays off, it’s price-
less.” When Mr. Cohen is not at school he enjoys 
playing music and staying active by snorkeling 
in Maui, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, and 
kayaking in Tahoe. Fun facts about Mr. Cohen: as 
a freshman in high school, he placed 6th in the 
state of Connecticut in a national French contest! 
He also played in the All-Connecticut band.

What Parents Say: 

“Mr. Cohen has inspired both my kids to be more 
interested in history. His enthusiasm for the subject 
in every unit they study is infectious. They come 
home from school regurgitating the lectures he has 
given and the discussions he has led. He is so in 
tune with middle schoolers and knows how to reach 
them. He’s one of the teachers they will remem-
ber their whole lives because of how much he has 
inspired them to learn, and because he has made 
them feel like worthwhile human beings.”

“I loved seeing Mr. Cohen’s enthusiasm about the 
school rock band and the 8th grade Constitution 
rap. You can tell he loves what he does.”

“Mr. Cohen is the reason parents keep their kids in 
this school through middle school. He is the quint-
essential, iconic junior high school teacher. He’s 
old-school! I wouldn’t be surprised if many of his 
past students became history majors in college. He 
makes history come alive. He engages his students 
in lively reenactments and debates which they 
recall with excitement and adoration. His 8th grade 
classes are very near what a freshman in high 
school would encounter. You will write for content 
and will learn critical thinking. Don’t be late for his 
class!”

Mr. cohen
8th grade homeroom

Ms. Chesanek is 
an optimistic and 
positive teacher 
who is passion-
ate about music 
and writing. She 
is known for her 
arts-integration 
units involving 
shadow puppets. 
Ms. Chesanek has been teaching for 
11 years, including five years here at 
Santa Rosa Charter School for the 
Arts. The art forms that she enjoys 
the most are music and visual arts. 
When she was a student herself, 
participating in music was her 

What Parents Say:

“Mrs. Chesanek has helped our 
family with support of our daugh-
ter who has been in her class two 
times. It has made our daughter’s 
school life so pleasant and reward-
ing because she respects Mrs. 
Chesanek as a teacher and as a 
parent of Emma. Thank you Ms. 
Chesanek for all your help and 
guidance!”

Ms. Chesanek
5th Grade 

favorite thing about school. What Ms. 
Chesanek loves most about teaching 
is the ability to inspire life-long learn-
ers and “making a difference in the 
lives of students every day.” Outside 
of the classroom she loves snow 
skiing, gardening, spending time with 
her family and swimming. She has 
two daughters at our school.

“When my daughter was in the 
fifth grade it became clear that she 
needed additional support with her 
ADHD. I felt confused as to how 
to get that help, and overwhelmed 
by all of the information that I was 
receiving. Ms. Chesanek was so 
supportive of both my daughter and 
me. With her guidance and encour-
agement I was able to secure an 
IEP meeting, and then as a result 
of that meeting, I was able to get 
my daughter the additional help and 
support that she so clearly needed. 
Also, Ms. Chesanek was very kind 
and loving with her which helped 
my daughter stay positive about 
her ADHD and not lose any self 
esteem because she was “different” 
than the other children in her class. 
Bless you Ms. Chesanek, you are 
an amazing teacher!”
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Ms. Etienne has been known to greet 
her students 
with a firm hand 
shake and has 
a son at our 
school. Ms. 
Etienne has 
been teaching 
at the school 
for five years 
and has been 
a teacher for 
10 years. Her 
favorite forms of 
art are visual arts and drama. When 
she was a student her favorite thing 
about school was reading and going 
on field trips. Her favorite thing about 
being a teacher is “connecting with 
my students and watching them learn 
and be excited about it.” Outside of 

ms. Etienne
4th grade

Ms. D’antonio
2nd grade

Ms. D’Antonio is an excellent indoor 
soccer player—
and she brings the 
same calm, fo-
cused talent to the 
classroom. She 
has been teach-
ing for nine years 
at SRCSA and 
10 years overall. 
Dance is the art 
form that interests her the most, 
which is evident when her class per-
forms at the Art Expo. She was most 
interested in science when she was 
in elementary school. 
Ms. D’Antonio said, “I love watch-
ing students explore and learn about 
the world. I enjoy helping students 
come up with creative ways to 

solve problems. In fact, I often find 
that students have ideas I had not 
thought of and I end up learning from 
my students.” Outside of work, Ms. 
D’Antonio loves being with her fam-
ily (husband; two daughters, Katie 
3 1/2 yrs. and Lauren 1 yr.) They 
spend time outside, going for walks, 
shopping, etc. “Our house has been 
under construction for the last 8 
months, so that has been my focus. 
If I can find the time, I also like taking 
photographs and scrap booking.”

What Parents Say:

“Ms. D’Antonio took a lot of time 
at the end of the year in first grade 
to advocate for services that we 
needed for our child. She was very 
helpful.”

“Both of my children had Ms. 
D’Antonio for first grade. Our son 
came into reading later on. While he 

was ‘lower’ according to grade level 
standards, Ms. D’Antonio never over-
reacted to where he was in his learn-
ing, she saw his potential, and she 
could tell he was intelligent. She had 
strategies in place and available to 
us. I really appreciated how she ap-
proached it. It helped us keep things 
in perspective and not make too big a 
deal of things while also helping with 
extra support. I still so appreciate her 
approach to handling things.”

“Mrs. D’Antonio’s wax museum 
project was challenging but ulti-
mately very rewarding. The pride 
he felt--dressed up, with his speech 
memorized--was one of this year’s 
highlights.”

“Ms. D’Antonio makes sure they con-
tinue to achieve at a high level, while 
providing science instruction through 
musical theater about Lifecycles and 
Biomes.”

teaching she loves to be outdoors. 
She enjoys running, biking, garden-
ing, hiking and going to the beach. 
She also enjoys traveling and being 
with her family. 

What Parents Say:

“Mrs. Etienne is one in a million! I 
appreciate the warmth, kindness and 
great energy she so freely gives her 
students.” 

“I want to acknowledge Mrs. Etienne 
for her dedication to the annual sci-
ence fair. It’s an amazing, fun and 
educational activity and event to 
experience.”

“Ms. Etienne helped us understand 
how to help our daughter with math-
ematics in a new way. She and Ms. 
Bradley expressed empathy toward 
parents about the new math and 
gave good advice.”

“We enjoyed doing the science fair 
projects- particularly in fourth grade 
with Ms. Etienne. It was an experi-
ment revolving around how plants 
could grow if the soil had pollutants in 
it. Well, we had to try a few times to 
actually have success with the ex-
periment because we kept acciden-
tally killing the plants before we could 
even collect any data! Needless to 
say we had some laughs over that, 
and we BOTH learned a lot from the 
experiment!”

“Ms. Etienne is a great teacher and 
very open to having parent feedback. 
She is firm but also has a good time 
with her students. She has also been 
very understanding about our child’s 
personal needs.”

“I admire Faun Etienne for her com-
mitment and love of her students, her 
wit and her respect for her students 
and her commitment to bringing them 
an outstanding field trip experience.”
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Ms. Franey has been a teacher for 21 years, the last two 
have been here at SRCSA. What she loves the most 
about teaching is “observing the learning process and the 
excitement in the students when they ‘get it’.” Music and 
the visual arts are two forms of art that she enjoys the 
most. When Ms. Franey was a 
student she loved spending 
time with her friends and working 
on creative activities as well as 
science fair projects. When she 
is not in the classroom teaching, 
she loves playing tennis, 
swimming, cy- cling, trail running, 
gardening and playing piano. Ms. 
Franey helped organize and men-
tors the new Student Leadership 
Team, which is comprised of 
student representatives from grades 5+. This new project 
has energized the student participants, and the group has 
assisted with various school events especially this year’s 
book fair. 

What Parents Say:

“Ms. Franey is not only my daughter’s favorite middle 
school teacher, by virtue of teaching her favorite subject, 
but also by sharing her love for math and creating assign-
ments that allow her to play with it. In addition, I’ve been 
very impressed by her encouragement and management 
of the student leadership team. She’s created a space 
for the natural student leaders of our school to organize 
and cooperate to achieve goals that are important to the 
students in our community. Finding meaningful ways for 
them to participate in creating school culture is a difficult 
task, but they’ve done a great deal under her guidance 
that will prepare them to take on ever bigger leadership 
roles as they continue their academic careers.”

“Ms. Franey really gets the pre-teen and teen students.  
She is funny and she enjoys joking around with them 
(not everyone enjoys this age!) Ms. Franey is also really 
good at teaching the kids math.  She really takes the time 
to make sure everyone is understanding what they are 
learning.”  

“Ms. Franey is the type of favorite teacher you remember 
from your own childhood. The type who stayed late after 
school to help you get that difficult Algebra problem. The 
type who built you up. The one who treated you as she’d 
treat her own child. The one that truly cares. She is the 
real deal, a true talent. Ms. Franey is your advocate, your 
guide and your mentor! She will help you build upon your 
strengths and will help you overcome your challenges. In 
7th grade you WILL learn to write an essay properly!”

ms. franey
7th grade homeroom

Mrs. Finley’s annual gingerbread activity has her stu-
dents literally searching the campus 
looking for their gingerbread men, 
enlisting parents and siblings in the 
hunt. Mrs. Finley has been teach-
ing for 9 years, including six years 
at SRCSA. She enjoys all kinds of 
visual art, and has always loved 
photography starting when she 
was in high school. When she was 
in elementary school, Mrs. Finley 
enjoyed art, music, and sports and 
fondly recalls participating in school 

plays. Her favorite part about teaching is that every year 
each class is so different. Mrs. Finley said, “I love all my 
kids and care about their successes. I love that when a 
lesson is taught, each child reacts a little differently. I also 
love my age group because they have such an honest 
way about them!” Outside of work, Mrs. Finley loves to 
travel, and enjoys outdoor activities, photography, scrap-
booking, gardening, reading, and especially hanging out 
with her family. She reads about 60 books every summer! 
She also loves to do crazy things, such as bungee jump-
ing off a crane at 200 feet high tied by the ankles looking 
down at a garbage can in Petaluma. She said, “We had 
so much fun we did it again the following weekend!”

What Parents Say:

“Our son started kindergarten this year at SRCSA. He 
suffered from anxiety in preschool, and had an extremely 
difficult time speaking in front of teachers/aides, and 
would not speak in front of his classmates in a formal situ-
ation (presentations, circle time, etc). He was diagnosed 
with Selective Mutism just before entering kindergarten. 
At the end of the year, at his preschool graduation, while 
his classmates sang songs for us parents, he sat on the 
stage with tears on his cheeks. Mrs. Finley has been a 
godsend. She instinctively knows just how to approach 
him, and has from the start. He LOVES going to school. 
His confidence has increased so dramatically. He looks 
forward to being Star of the Day, he is happy & comfort-
able speaking in front of his class, and when the kin-
dergartners performed with their music teacher during 
ArtWalk week, he sang loudly and was beaming. She has 
a true gift with children at a major transition point in their 
lives, and we will be forever grateful.”

“What has surprised me is how much Mrs. Finley has 
helped our son to enjoy math. In fact, as we were driving 
to school a couple of weeks ago, he exclaimed from the 
backseat: “I wish you could drive faster. I can’t wait to get 
to school to do math!”

mrs. finley
Kindergarten
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Ms. Hofmann is completing her first year as 
SRCSA’s Resource Specialist Program (RSP) 
teacher, but she has 
been an active SRCSA 
parents for many years 
and has been teach-
ing for 10 years. She 
loves all forms of artistic 
expression. When she 
was a student herself, 
she enjoyed language 
arts, history, art, music 
and drama. What Ms. 
Hofmann enjoys most about teaching is “working 
with students getting to know them as individuals 
and forming meaningful relationships with them.” 
Outside of work, she loves to practice Yoga, be in 
nature, spend time with her family, traveling, and 
cooking. She recently launched an amazing blog 
devoted to salads that change lives for the better. 

What Parents Say:

“I would like to acknowledge how wonderful Han-
nah Hofmann has been in her first year as the 
RSP teacher. My daughter loves her and so do I. I 
am an extremely “hands on parent” and any time I 
have emailed Ms. Hofmann with questions she has 
always responded in an extremely timely manner 
and has been nothing but encouraging and very 
helpful. She is an absolute asset to our school!”

“As challenging as it is to come in as a new 
teacher, it’s even more so to come in as a new 
RSP teacher. Puzzling out the individual needs 
of the most difficult students keeps Ms. Hofmann 
busy, but she always has time to meet with par-
ents to create a workable plan to help her students 
achieve their goals. I’ve been so impressed with 
her transition into the role this year. She has excel-
lent insight and persists until she finds solutions. 
My daughter looks forward to the time she spends 
with Ms. Hofmann.”

Ms. Hofmann
Resource specialist

Ms. Goodman has been teaching at SRCSA for 
three years and has been a 
teacher for 7 years. These 
days, she is fond of drama 
but when she was a stu-
dent, her favorite subjects at 
school were art and photog-
raphy. Her favorite aspect of 
teaching is the opportunity 
to be creative and work with 
kids. Outside of work, she 
enjoys hiking and playing 
with her 18 month old and 4 year old boys. 
 
What Parents Say:
 
“I admire Ms. Goodman’s well thought out science 
projects. My fifth grader spend her winter break and 
the weeks after working on an ambitious and detailed 
biome project. This was by far the most challenging 
assignment she has ever received, and she loved it! 
What impressed me was Ms. Goodman’s attention to 
detail—the assignment came with a thick packet that 
covered every aspect, which helped a great deal. My 
daughter then had the chance to present her project, 
and to see the presentations of her classmates. We 
all learned a lot about the tundra.”

ms. goodman
5th grade

“I loved seeing the teachers get 

involved at the ArtWalk fundraiser. 

Their collective enthusiasm and the 

creativity they put into their class-

room’s theme and costumes, was 

extraordinary. Mr. Cohen’s class--com-

plete with music, choreography and 

props--was the highlight!”
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Ms. Hopkin has been teaching at SRCSA since the 
beginning, and has been a teacher for 29 years. Her 
favorite form of art is sculpture, 
and she enjoyed art the most 
as a young student herself. Her 
favorite part of being a teacher is 
being in the company of children. 
In her free time, Ms. Hopkin 
loves spending time on a river. 
She values the structure and 
support that SACO provides, 
saying it “makes all the differ-
ence at SRCSA.” Her students 
and their parents know about her 
lovely tradition of welcoming her 
class to trick or treat at her house each Halloween.

What Parents Say:

“Ms. Hopkin makes every child feel loved and special 
and exposes them to amazing literature.”

“One of my sons was very nervous about starting 2nd 
grade. We were able to find out that his teacher was Ms. 
Hopkin before their started. On her own time, she let us 
meet her at her house, walk to the school, and pick out 
where he would like to sit in the classroom. She also 
met us for ice cream one evening! It really helped form a 
much needed connection. My son had a great 2nd grade 
year!”

“Ms. Hopkin helped our daughter to learn accountabil-
ity for her actions. She’s also always been welcoming 
to us as parents and has been great about regular 
communication as needed about our daughter.”

“We had Ms. Hopkin for second grade and I really felt 
like she saw my son in a positive light and pushed 
him into leadership growing opportunities on the play 
yard.”

ms. hopkin
1st grade 

Ms. Holmstedt started her teaching career here at SRC-
SA three years ago. She has impressed students and 
their parents by leading numerous 
steelhead projects where kindergar-
teners and their middle school bud-
dies release hatched fish into Santa 
Rosa Creek near Flat Rock Park. 
She is enthusiastic about science 
education! The type of art she finds 
most exciting is the visual arts. As 
a student herself she loved science 
class and performing experiments 
and investigations, physical educa-
tion, as well as school rallies. 
Ms Holmstedt says, “Seeing kids passionate about the 
work they do and the ‘ah ha’ moments” is what she loves 
most about being a teacher. Outside of teaching she en-
joys fishing, abalone diving, kayaking, photography, hik-
ing, cooking, playing softball, and of course watching the 
San Francisco Giants! Ms. Holmstedt is excited to share 
that she is expecting a baby in August! 
 
What Parents Say:

“My daughter has not stopped talking about Ms. Holm-
stedt since the school year began! My daughter can be 
pretty shy and yet has felt comfortable and at ease with 
Ms. Holmstedt. She enjoys her style of teaching, the fun 
projects they have been assigned, and how funny she is.”

“I enjoyed working with my daughter on the cell project 
Ms. Holmstedt assigned. My daughter learned a lot not 
just about cells but about the process of making a model. 
It was clearly something that a sixth grader could not do 
by themselves. I usually dread when my kids bring home 
a big project that I have to help them with, because it 
takes so much time that we don’t have a lot of. The cell 
project we did in the kitchen, and learned about cooking. 
It turned out to be a good bonding experience for me and 
my daughter.”

“I loved the cell model project using recycled materials in 
Mrs. Holmstedt’s 6th grade science class. Our daughter 
had a lot of fun creating it and as a result learned the cell 
parts thoroughly by getting her hands involved.”
“Ms. Holmstedt provides priceless environmental educa-
tion. And knows how to motivate reluctant tweens.”

“Ms. Holmstedt commands the respect and attention of 
her students by holding them accountable for their 

Ms. Holmstedt
6th grade homeroom

actions and teaches them responsibility. She makes 
learning fun and she has a great sense of humor. Ms. H 
is a gifted teacher. She teaches science passionately. 
But more than anything else she creates a dynamic of 
citizenry and mentorship among her students. You and 
your classmates will bond over science projects that you’ll 
remember for the rest of your life. She will prepare middle 
schoolers for high school.”
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Mr. McDivitt teaches part-time at 
SRCSA and at Santa Rosa High 
School’s 
ArtQuest 
program. This 
is his second 
year at both 
schools and 
he has been 
teaching for 
eight years 
overall. Known 
as “Mr. Mac,” 
he loves seeing/witnessing/engaging 
in all the arts but is most interested 
in visual art (mixed media, instal-
lation, painting and sculpture) and 
performance art. When he was an 
elementary and middle school stu-
dent, he loved art, writing and read-
ing, as well as playing any sport he 
could and making his friends laugh. 
Mr. Mac’s favorite thing about be-
ing a teacher is that he loves see-
ing students meet and exceed their 
expectations, and he appreciates the 
connections an educator makes with 
students. Outside of work, Mr. Mac 
loves painting, drawing and making 

mR. McDivitt
visual arts teacher

ms. jobson
1st grade 
Ms. Jobson teaches part time with 
Ms. Wilde 
this year. Ms. 
Jobson has 
been teaching 
at SRCSA for 
one year so 
far, has been 
a teacher for 
a total of three 
years, and has 
been a proud 
SRCSA parent 
for three years. Music and the visual 
arts are the forms of art that excite 
her the most. As a child, she enjoyed 
any type of art project and learning 
about other cultures. Ms. Jobson 
loves being a teacher. She says, “I 
love working with kids, I love watch-
ing them grow, and I live for watch-
ing them surprise themselves. I also 
love making science fun!” When 
Ms. Jobson isn’t in the classroom 
she loves hiking, yoga, gardening, 
knitting, exercise, the ocean and her 
family. For fun she loves to go to 
Disneyland with her sister, visit her 
family in Canada and give lots hugs 
to her children and husband. Did you 
know that Ms. Jobson is a twin? Her 
twin brother is also a teacher!

What Parents Say:

“My son loved his time with Ms. Job-
son in first grade. It was a challeng-
ing year for him socially and emo-
tionally and I appreciated that she 
took the time to get to know him.”

“I was surprised when my daughter 
told me that she likes science. Not 
because there is anything wrong 
with science, it’s just that she doesn’t 
tell us a lot about school. We can 
tell that she is having a great year in 
first grade with Ms. Wilde and Ms. 
Jobson!”

Ms. Martin teaches music at four 
schools, including SRCSA. She has 
been a teacher 
for 29 years 
and has taught 
here at SRCSA 
for the last 
8 years. Her 
favorite form 
of art is music 
of course! This 
love started 
early as a child, 
as a student band and choir were her 
favorite subjects. She loves to share 
her love of music with her students. 
Outside of school, Ms. Martin loves to 
sing women’s barbershop music. She 

ms. Martin
music teacher 

is in two choruses and a quartet! 

What Parents Say:

“My daughter was in band for 3 years 
with Ms. Martin. Ms. Martin encour-
aged her and provided her with many 
opportunities to perform in front of 
others! The kids loved the chance 
to play Christmas carols in front of 
Barnes and Noble and had so much 
fun marching in the Rose Parade. 
We know that band has not always 
been easy to teach, especially with-
out a designated band room, but Ms. 
Martin made it work! Thank you for 
teaching my daughter to read music, 
to give her the confidence to play in 
front of others and for her to appreci-
ate music on a different level.”

“My son loves his ukulele lessons 
with Ms. Martin!”

his own art. He is currently creating a 
portfolio to use for graduate school. 
Also, he is an aspiring children’s book 
author and illustrator and is collabo-
rating with a childhood friend. Mr. 
Mac was a college athlete (rugby at 
UC Berkeley/Cal) and still loves to 
train and work out. He lives on the 
childhood farm where he grew up and 
is in the process of converting barns 
into art studios. If you see Mr. Mac 
driving around town, he may be using 
his “Magic Mike” while singing—he 
calls it “Car-eoke.” 

What Parents Say:
 
“My son thinks Mr. Mac is soooooooo 
funny! Also, I watched him talk with 
a student who was really struggling 
with following directions in class. He 
was so incredibly kind and patient. 
Mr. Mac really worked to connect with 
this student before focusing on what 
was going on. It was really beautiful.”

“Mr. Mac has a great laugh and the 
kids love his high energy and enthu-
siasm that he brings to the art class. 
He has created a classroom where 
the kids feel free to be creative and 
are allowed to show their own per-
sonality! Thank you for creating a fun, 
engaging and creative art class!”
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Ms. Raines is a National Board Certi-
fied Teacher but most students and 
parents just think 
of her as their 
amazing teacher. 
She has taught at 
SRCSA for nine 
years, and has 
been teaching 
for 32 ½ years 
overall. Music and 
drama are the 
forms of art that excite her the most, 
and she is known for integrating both 
into engaging, unique class projects. 
As a child, Ms. Raines’ favorite thing 
about school was singing. She says 
that for her, working as a teacher is a 
daily act of creativity within a commu-
nity of enthusiastic learners.  Outside 
of work, Ms. Raines enjoys reading, 
hiking, and spending time with her 
granddaughter Abbey. Ms. Raines’ 
status as a certified teacher is a sig-
nificant accomplishment and indicates 
that Ms. Raines meets the highest 
standards in the teaching profession

ms. raines
3rd grade

Ms. Pawek teaches dance. Parents 
who attended 
the Arts Integra-
tion Information 
Night in 2014 
were impressed 
to experience 
how move-
ment and dance 
are integrated 
with music and 
storytelling. Ms. 
Pawek has also taught at SRCSA for 
9 years and has been teaching for 24 
years overall. She loves all art forms 
but of course dance is her favorite! 

ms. pawek
dance teacher

When she was in school, Ms. Pawek 
loves “doing anything social” espe-
cially school dances! Ms. Pawek 
loves to dance, so she says that she 
is passionate about her job. “I love 
it when students get excited about 
learning in the dance room. When 
they experience the joy of move-
ment and the art of dance.” Outside 
of school, Ms. Pawek likes to spend 
time with family and friends. She 
said, “There is nothing better than 
camping for a few days with friends 
and family at the coast or the woods.” 
She also like to exercise through 
Yoga and pilates classes. Concerts 
and going to Warriors games are also 
fun. Goooooo Warriors! She also said 
that anyone is welcome to come in 
and watch a dance class in her dance 
room during the day.

What Parents Say:

“I was really impressed with the 
performance by Ms Pawek’s students 
at this year’s winter showcase. She 
is so passionate about her work and 
really cares about the students. It 
shows in what they give back.”

“We really enjoy the time and energy 
the teachers put into their project and 
curriculum. Ms. Pawek is very en-
couraging with the students and their 
dance performances.”

“Ms. Pawek is a positive influence 
on both of my girls. While neither is 
likely to become a dancer, each has 
learned a lot from her. When our 
slightly uncoordinated 4th grader 
danced the Virginia Reel with her 
classmates we were very impressed.”

What Parents Say:

“Our daughter’s third grade play 
with Ms. Raines, Big History by Little 
People. Beyond amazing. The first 
time I saw the power of true arts in-
tegration in learning. I went to every 
performance and I cried my eyes 
out every time. It still gives me chills. 
It was powerful, student lead and a 
testimony to a teacher whose com-
mitment to learning and the arts is 
unparalleled.”

“Big History by Ms. Raines and her 
class. She took Beatles songs and 
created educational and moving 
lyrics about everything from bacteria 
to Marie Curie. There will never be 
anything like it. I think they ended 
up performing it 10 or 11 times and 
never got bored. They learned about 
history and science, while participat-
ing in a top notch theater production. 
It was amazing.”

“In third grade my daughter had to 
do grit and zest as a project. There 
was so much motivation and actual 
participation from all the students. 
The students’ performance was ex-
cellent and at the same time taught 

them lessons that they will keep for 
years to come. (That was arts inte-
gration).” 

“Ms. Raines introduced our daughter 
to poetry and helped her learn about 
herself and her family. We all learned 
a lot with the ‘Grit and Zest’ project 
and still harken to its lessons in every 
day family life.”

“The Grit and Zest project by Ms. 
Raines’ 3rd grade class was a touch-
ing and thought provoking project 
providing the children opportunities 
for emotional growth, a chance to 
shine by utilizing their talents, and to 
understand perseverance.”
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Ms. Wilde has been teaching at 
SRCSA for 
six years 
and for 11 
years over-
all. Music 
is the art 
form that 
she loves 
the most. 
When she 
was young, 
she loved 
learning and school and she was 
a very hard working student! As an 
educator she brings that passion of 
learning to her teaching. Ms. Wilde 
says she loves “getting to create a 
positive, fun, caring and safe place 
for kids to learn.” When she isn’t 
teaching, she loves gardening and 
being in nature, and eating organic 
healthy food. She is also the Arts 
Coordinator for our school and 
launched the new 3rd grade violin 
program this year.

What Parents Say:

“Ms. Wilde has always been so 
great with my children, and I feel my 
children learned the most when they 
were with her in first grade. They 
were in love with the school and mo-
tivated. Thank you Ms. Wilde!”
 
“Ms. Wilde is outstanding, one the 
best teachers I have ever met and 
she truly cares about her students. 
I wish my daughter could have her 
every year.”

“Ms. Wilde welcomed my son into 
her 1st grade class last year and 
took extra care to make him feel 
comfortable. He completed kinder-
garten at a local Montessori school 

ms. Wilde
1st grade

ms. sills
Kindergarten
Ms. Sills has been teaching her at 
SRCSA since 
it first opened, 
and teaching 
overall for 15 
years in public 
schools. She 
is a symphony 
musician, but 
she is excited 
about all of the 
arts. When Ms. 
Sills was a stu-
dent she loved having great discus-
sions as well as learning the violin. 
What she loves most about teaching 
is the transformative process for both 
her students and her. When she is 
not in the classroom, Ms. Sills enjoys 
hiking, traveling, gardening, playing 
music, reading, shopping and visit-
ing with friends.  She plays the viola 
with the Santa Rosa Symphony and 
has taught strings to many SRCSA 
students. 

What Parents Say:

“I am so grateful for Ms. Sills. She 
made my son’s entry to elementary 
school a wonderfully positive one. 
Dealing with 22 kindergarten students 
seems like an impossible feat to me, 
but Ms. Sills handles it with ease and 
grace. She does such a wonderful 
job of maintaining a well-structured, 
warm and nurturing environment 
while she readies her students for the 
challenges of first grade. I am so glad 
both my son and I were lucky enough 
to encounter her and hope to see her 
at our school for many more years!”

“Ms. Sills has been a kind, creative and 
attentive teacher.”

“Ms. Sills is the best start in school, al-
lowing creative exploration and teach-
ing basic reading with fun songs (vow-
els to tune of Bingo) and movement.”

previously and didn’t know anyone. 
As a shy child who came into 1st 
grade from a very different environ-
ment (less 
structure, self-
directed activi-
ties), there was 
a significant 
adjustment 
period. 
Ms. Wilde gave 
him opportuni-
ties to adjust, 
including quiet 
periods where 
he could remove himself from the 
group if he felt overwhelmed and 
anxious. When he was struggling in 
a subject area, she provided ad-
ditional support materials to use at 
home.”

“I can’t say enough about Mrs. Wil-
de. I am so grateful that my daughter 
had her in kindergarten and first 
grade. She is a gifted and special 
teacher.”

“I especially appreciate Mrs. Wilde’s 
efforts in organizing fundraisers and 
after school activities. This is our first 
year at the school and we are very 
impressed with the SRCSA teachers 
and community so far. Thank you!”

“The arts integration piece 
at our school has been 
such an asset to our chil-
dren as well as our family. 
Their years at this school 
have really helped them to 
become creative beings 
and think outside the box. 
I also feel it has helped 
my boys be more accept-
ing and understanding of 
people from all walks of 
life.”
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“I want to thank our teachers who support the 
arts, Ms. Pawek for dance and her commitment 
to our school’s growth, Ms. Martin for her lead-
ership in band and music, Ms Woodside and Mr. 
Mac for their amazing support of our students 
art experience and learning here! For every 
teacher’s commitment to their students every 
day. You are amazing and inspirational!”

ms. Woodside
ARTS teacher
Ms. Woodside is dedicated to 
visual and 
digital art 
at SRCSA. 
She has 
taught at 
SRCSA for 
five years 
and has 
been a 
teacher for 
eight years. 
She loves all forms of art, but she 
says if she had to choose a few 
she would say that installation 

art, ephemeral art, kinetic and 
interactive art are her favorites. 
When she was a student herself 
she enjoyed art and water polo. 
“Exploring and creating with the 
students” is her favorite aspect 
of teaching. When she is not 
teaching, Ms. Woodside enjoys 
everything that has to do with the 
outdoors and her growing family, 
which includes twin boys! 

What Parents Say:

“Ms. Woodside is one of the 
most positive people I have ever 
met.  She always has a smile 
on her face and seems to really 
understand each of the student’s 
individual ways of being. Ms. 

Woodside doesn’t just focus 
on working with art, she also 
is amazing at working with the 
students on being good citi-
zens.”

“I have been consistently im-
pressed with Ms. Woodside’s 
positive attitude and dedication 
to her students and to the art 
program at our school. I had 
the opportunity to help her pre-
pare the Art Gallery for Open 
House one year, and she put 
so much effort and energy into 
ensuring that every student’s 
art was displayed in an attrac-
tive, organized way. My daugh-
ter loves digital art, thanks to 
Ms. Woodside!”

“True teachers are those who use 

themselves as bridges over which 

they invite their students to cross; 

then, having facilitated their crossing, 

joyfully collapse, encouraging them 

to create their

own.” 

― Nikos Kazantzakis
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“We have found so far that most of the 
teachers we have had have been very 

supportive and encouraging. We absolutely 
loved having Ms. Burghardt and Ms. Raines. 
They were both great teachers that gave the 
students a lot of positive energy. They both 
had a fine balance of incorporating the arts 
integration and teaching the students what 
they needed to learn for their grade levels.”

“I love the teachers at SRCSA. We have 

had great experiences all around and I 

am confident that my children are  

getting a good education and the  

individual care necessary to facilitate 

a positive learning environment. I feel 

that my children’s strengths are  

appreciated and any areas that need 

extra work are addressed.”

A teacher is a compass that activates the 
magnets of curiosity, knowledge, and 
wisdom in the pupils. – Ever Garrison


